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1
SECURE INFORMATION STORAGE SYSTEM
AND METHOD

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the field of information
security.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Electronic systems and circuits have made a significant
contribution towards the advancement of modern society and
are utilized in a number of applications to achieve advanta-
geous results. Numerous electronic technologies such as digi-
tal computers, calculators, audio devices, video equipment,
and telephone systems have facilitated increased productivity
and reduced costs in analyzing and communicating data in
most areas of business, science, education and entertainment.
Electronic systems providing these advantageous results
often include attempts at restricted or controlled presentation
of proprietary information. However, controlling information
presentation and effectively enforcing designated distribution
conditions are often difficult and problematic.

One area of concern is proprietary information in the enter-
tainment industry. Unprotected digital content can often be
copied relatively easily without loss of quality. Traditional
digital rights management attempt to enable authorized dis-
tribution of propriety content while preventing unauthorized
utilization or copying. High bandwidth digital content pro-
tection (HDCP) is one exemplary digital rights management
approach that has been developed to control access to content
when it is distributed. HDCP is primarily directed at protect-
ing content as it is communicated between devices, for
example, communicated over a digital visual interface (DVI)
or high definition multimedia interface (HDMI) connection
(e.g., from a computer to a display monitor).

Conventionally, attempts at restricting distribution and/or
presentation of information are often a relatively expensive,
resource intensive activity that usually involves specialized
components. Traditional HDCP protection approaches typi-
cally involve an encryption that utilizes a HDCP key. The
HDCP standards dictate that the HDCP key be unique to each
graphics processor and the key is not exposed to an end user
of content protected by the key. One traditional approach for
utilizing HDCP includes a dedicated secure read only
memory (ROM) for storing the HDCP key. Dedicated secure
ROMs consume precious board space and usually add more
complexity and expense than other types of general unse-
cured memory types. However, information stored in unse-
cured memories is often subject to unauthorized interception.

SUMMARY

Present invention information securing systems and meth-
ods are described. In one embodiment, a secure system and
method facilitates secure storage of a security key and secure
encryption of information. The secure system and method can
also enable secure communication of proprietary contentin a
HDCP compliant configuration. In one embodiment, a high
definition content protection key secure management method
is utilized to enable efficient and secure storage of a HDCP
key. A high definition content protection key value is
received. The high definition content protection key is
encrypted utilizing a secure key value, wherein the secure key
value is not accessible via an external port. In one exemplary
implementation, the secure key is stored in fuses included in
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2

aprocessing unit. The results of the encrypting are stored in a
memory (e.g., a BIOS memory, flash memory, etc.).

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and form a part of this specification, illustrate embodiments
of the invention by way of example and not by way of limi-
tation. The drawings referred to in this specification should be
understood as not being drawn to scale except if specifically
noted.

FIG. 1A is a block diagram of an exemplary secure pro-
cessing unit in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 1B is a block diagraph of an exemplary secure graph-
ics processing unit in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a computer system in which
embodiments of the present invention can be implemented.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an exemplary information
securing method in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of exemplary high definition
content protection key secure management method in accor-
dance with one embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred
embodiments of the invention, examples of which are illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings. While the invention
will be described in conjunction with the preferred embodi-
ments, it will be understood that they are not intended to limit
the invention to these embodiments. On the contrary, the
invention is intended to cover alternatives, modifications and
equivalents, which may be included within the spirit and
scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims.
Furthermore, in the following detailed description of the
present invention, numerous specific details are set forth in
order to provide a thorough understanding of the present
invention. However, it will be obvious to one of ordinary skill
in the art that the present invention may be practiced without
these specific details. In other instances, well known meth-
ods, procedures, components, and circuits have not been
described in detail as not to unnecessarily obscure aspects of
the present invention.

Some portions of the detailed descriptions which follow
are presented in terms of procedures, logic blocks, process-
ing, and other symbolic representations of operations on data
bits within a computer memory. These descriptions and rep-
resentations are the means generally used by those skilled in
data processing arts to effectively convey the substance of
their work to others skilled in the art. A procedure, logic
block, process, etc., is here, and generally, conceived to be a
self-consistent sequence of steps or instructions leading to a
desired result. The steps include physical manipulations of
physical quantities. Usually, though not necessarily, these
quantities take the form of electrical, magnetic, optical, or
quantum signals capable of being stored, transferred, com-
bined, compared, and otherwise manipulated in a computer
system. It has proven convenient at times, principally for
reasons of common usage, to refer to these signals as bits,
values, elements, symbols, characters, terms, numbers, or the
like.

It should be borne in mind, however, that all of these and
similar terms are associated with the appropriate physical
quantities and are merely convenient labels applied to these
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quantities. Unless specifically stated otherwise as apparent
from the following discussions, it is appreciated that through-
out the present application, discussions utilizing terms such
as “processing”, “computing”, “calculating”, “determining”,
“displaying” or the like, refer to the action and processes of a
computer system, or similar processing device (e.g., an elec-
trical, optical, or quantum, computing device), that manipu-
lates and transforms data represented as physical (e.g., elec-
tronic) quantities. The terms refer to actions and processes of
the processing devices that manipulate or transform physical
quantities within a computer system’s component (e.g., reg-
isters, memories, other such information storage, transmis-
sion or display devices, etc.) into other data similarly repre-
sented as physical quantities within other components.

In one embodiment, the present invention contributes
heightened security precautions for protecting information
from unauthorized disclosure. In one exemplary implemen-
tation a secure key is utilized to encrypt information for
storage or communication as secure information. The secure
key is “loaded” under secure conditions and is not accessible
through an external port of a device. The encryption utilizing
the secure key provides protection from unauthorized access
to the information. Embodiments of the present invention are
readily adaptable to a variety ofhierarchical levels of security.

FIG. 1A is a block diagraph of exemplary secure process-
ing unit 110 in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention. Secure processing unit 110 includes an
information processing component 111, encryption process-
ing component 112 and secure storage component 113. Infor-
mation processing component 111 is coupled to encryption
processing component 112 which in turn is coupled to secure
storage component 113.

The components of secure processing unit 110 coopera-
tively operate to secure information. Information processing
component 111 performs unprotected information process-
ing. Secure processing component 112 performs secure pro-
cessing that secures the unencrypted information. The secure
storage component 113 stores security control information
that utilized by the secure processing component and is not
accessible through external ports of the processor.

In one embodiment, the security control information is a
secure key. The secure storage component includes pro-
grammed fuses that are utilized to store a secure key in one
exemplary implementation. The secure key is not accessible
to external ports and is utilized to encrypt a variety of unen-
crypted information. In one embodiment, the secure key is
unique to the secure processing component. The secure key
can be a private individual processing component identifier.

It is appreciated the secure key can be utilized in the
encryption of data for a variety of use cases and can even be
utilized encrypting different hierarchical levels of encryption
information. In one embodiment a nomenclature distinction
is made between different levels of hierarchical encryption.
An encryption utilizing a secure key of the present invention
(which is not accessible at an external communication port) is
referred to as a secure encryption and the results are referred
to as secure information. An encryption utilizing a protection
key which may be accessible (either by legitimate means or
nefarious means) is referred to as a protection encryption and
the results referred to as protected information. The different
nomenclature for purposes of associating different encryp-
tion operations with different levels of a hierarchical encryp-
tion architecture is for identification convenience. With
respect to unauthorized access, information that is secure is
also protected from unauthorized access and information that
is protected is also secure from unauthorized access.
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In one embodiment, a secure processing system is utilized
to encrypt a HDCP key utilized in encrypting data for pro-
tected communication to other devices (e.g., a display moni-
tor). FIG. 1B is a block diagraph of exemplary secure graph-
ics processing unit 120 in accordance with one embodiment
of'the present invention. Secure graphics processing unit 120
is similar to some implementations of secure processing unit
110. Secure processing unit 120 includes decoding compo-
nent 121, pixel processing component 122, encryption pro-
cessing component 123, secure storage component 124 and
special HDCP register 125. Decoding component 121 is
coupled to pixel processing component 122 which is coupled
to encryption processing component 123. Encryption pro-
cessing component 123 is coupled to secure storage compo-
nent 124 and special HDCP register 125. Encryption process-
ing component 123 is also coupled to BIOS ROM 131.

The components of secure graphics processing unit 120
cooperatively operate to process graphics information and
securely encrypt the resulting information for communica-
tion in accordance with HDCP standards. Decoding compo-
nent 121 receives encoded video information and decodes the
information. It is appreciated the decoding can include
decrypting. Pixel processing component 121 performs pixel
processing (e.g., rasterizing, shading, texture adjustments,
etc.) on the decrypted information. Secure processing com-
ponent 123 performs a variety of security and protection
related processing.

In one embodiment, secure processing component 123
retrieves a HDCP key that is pushed onto special HDCP
register 125 in a secure environment. In one embodiment, the
HDCP key is pushed onto special HDCP register 125 at a
manufacturing facility under secured conditions (e.g., a test-
ing stage). The secure storage component 124 stores a secure
key or unique value (e.g., a private unique graphics unit
identifier). In one exemplary implementation, the secure stor-
age component 124 is a group of fuses configured (e.g., blown
by alaser) in a pattern to coincide with the secure key unique
value. The unique value is not available at the external ports of
the graphics unit.

Secure processing component 123 utilizes the unique value
from the secure storage component as a key to encrypt the
HDCP key retrieved from the special HDCP register 125. The
results are stored in BIOS ROM 131. Once encrypted and
stored in the BIOS ROM 131 the HDCP key value can be
removed from the special register 125. The results can be
retrieved from BIOS ROM 131 and decrypted by encryption
processing component 123 to obtain the unencrypted HDCP
key. Secure processing component 123 can then utilize the
retrieved HDCP key to encrypt proprietary information and
forward the proprietary information in a protected format.

In one embodiment, the HDCP key can be forwarded to the
secure graphics processing component 120 from a remote
location that forwards HDCP keys. In one exemplary imple-
mentation, the HDCP key is encrypted using the secure key at
a secure facility (e.g., the facility where the processing com-
ponent was manufactured with the secure key pattern burned
into fuses, producers main office, etc.) and communicated to
the processor in the field. The secure key value implemented
in the processor at manufacturing time can be utilized to
decrypt the HDCP key communicated later over a network
when the processor is in the field or with an end user. Since the
HDCP key is encrypted with the secure key value and the
secure key value is not accessible at an external port of the
processor, an end user can not readily decrypt the information
to ascertain the HDCP key. The high definition content pro-
tection (HDCP) key can also be received via a secure link
(e.g., over a network).
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FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a computer system 200, one
embodiment of a computer system upon which embodiments
of the present invention can be implemented. Computer sys-
tem 200 includes central processor unit 201, main memory
202 (e.g., random access memory), chip set 203 with north
bridge 209 and south bridge 205, removable data storage
device 204, input device 207, signal communications port
208, and graphics subsystem 210 which is coupled to display
220. Computer system 200 includes several busses for com-
municatively coupling the components of computer system
200. Communication bus 291 (e.g., a front side bus) couples
north bridge 209 of chipset 203 to central processor unit 201.
Communication bus 292 (e.g., 2 main memory bus) couples
north bridge 209 of chipset 203 to main memory 202. Com-
munication bus 292 (e.g., the Advanced Graphics Port inter-
face) couples north bridge of chipset 203 to graphic sub-
system 210. Communication buses 294-297 (e.g., a PCI bus)
couple south bridge 205 of chip set 203 to removable data
storage device 204, input device 207, signal communications
port 208 respectively. Graphics subsystem 210 includes
graphics processor 211 and graphics buffer 215.

The components of computer system 200 cooperatively
operate to provide versatile functionality and performance. In
one exemplary implementation, the components of computer
system 200 cooperatively operate to provide predetermined
types of functionality, even though some of the functional
components included in computer system 200 may be defec-
tive. Communications bus 291, 292, 293, 294, 295 and 297
communicate information. Central processor 201 processes
information. Main memory 202 stores information and
instructions for the central processor 201. Removable data
storage device 204 also stores information and instructions
(e.g., functioning as a large information reservoir). Input
device 206 provides a mechanism for inputting information
and/or for pointing to or highlighting information on display
220. Signal communication port 208 provides a communica-
tion interface to exterior devices (e.g., an interface with a
network). Display device 220 displays information in accor-
dance with data stored in frame buffer 215. Graphics proces-
sor 211 processes graphics commands from central processor
201 and provides the resulting data to graphics buffers 215 for
storage and retrieval by display monitor 220.

In one embodiment, a graphics processor 211 is similar to
secure graphics processing unit 120 and graphics subsystem
110 includes a BIOS ROM memory. In one exemplary imple-
mentation, graphics processor 211 utilizes a secure key stored
in a secure memory (e.g., fuses in graphics processor 211) to
encrypt a HDCP key and the encrypted HDCP key results are
stored in the BIOS ROM. When graphics subsystem 210 is
going to forward information to display monitor, graphics
processor 211 retrieves the encrypted HDCP key value from
the BIOS ROM, decrypts the HDSCP key and utilizes the
decrypted HDCP key value to encrypt the information being
forwarded to the display.

It is appreciated that the present invention can be imple-
mented in a variety of embodiments. In one exemplary imple-
mentation the present invention can be utilized in processing
systems utilized to provide a variety of graphics applications
including video games. For example, the present invention
can be utilized to disable defective components in a game
console, personal computer, personal digital assistant, cell
phone or any number of platforms for implementing a video
game. It is also appreciated that references to video game
application implementations are exemplary and the present
invention is not limited to these implementations.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of exemplary information secur-
ing method 300 in accordance with one embodiment of the
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present invention. Securing method 300 facilitates securing
information processed by a processor. The securing method
relies upon encryption with a secure key that is introduced to
the processor in a secure environment and is not accessible at
an external port of the processor.

In block 310, information is received. In one embodiment
the information is received by a processing component (e.g.,
a CPU, a GPU, an integrated CPU, etc.). The received infor-
mation can itself be a different level encryption key. For
example, the received information can include a HDCP key.

In block 320, the information is encrypted with a secure
key that is not accessible on an external port. In one embodi-
ment, the secure key value is burned in fuses of a processing
unit. In one exemplary implementation the secure value is
unique to the processing chip.

In block 330 the encrypted information is forwarded for
storage. In one embodiment the encrypted information is
forwarded to a general memory.

It is appreciated that secure methods of the present inven-
tion can be utilized to secure various different information for
a variety of different use cases.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of exemplary high definition
content protection key secure management method 400 in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.
High definition content protection key secure management
method 400 facilitates secure handling of HDCP keys without
the need for special dedicated secure memory.

Inblock 410, a high definition content protection key value
is received. In one embodiment, the secure key is unique and
is stored in a secure location that is not accessible via an
external port. In one embodiment, the secure key is retrieved
from fuses and confined to buses and operations that are not
accessible at external ports.

In block 420, the high definition content protection key is
encrypted utilizing a secure key value. In one embodiment,
both the secure key is unique to a graphics processor and the
high definition protection key is unique to the graphics pro-
Ccessor.

In block 430, the results of the encrypting (e.g., a HDCP
key value that is itself encrypted) are stored in a memory. It is
appreciated the memory can include various different types of
memory including a BIOS ROM memory, a flash memory,
etc. In one exemplary implementation, the memory is not a
dedicated secure memory and the HDCP key value is secure
even if it is nefariously intercepted since the intercepted value
is an encrypted version.

In block 440, the results are retrieved from the memory. In
one embodiment, the encrypted HDCP key value is retrieved
from the memory and forwarded to an encryption/decryption
processing component.

Inblock 450, the results are decrypted to re-obtain the high
definition content protection key. The unencrypted high defi-
nition content protection key value is also not available at an
external port. In one exemplary implementation, the unen-
crypted high definition content protection key is limited to
operations within an encryption component.

In block 460, the high definition content protection key is
utilized to encrypt high definition content. The encrypted
high definition content is protected from useful or under-
standable access by unauthorized devices that do not have the
corresponding appropriate HDCP key to decrypt the informa-
tion since the devices would not be able to readily decrypt the
high definition content.

In block 470, the encrypted or protected high definition
content is forwarded. In one embodiment, the encrypted high
definition content is forwarded to a display with a correspond-
ing HDCP key for decryption and presentation.
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Thus, the present invention facilitates protection of infor-
mation in a convenient and effective manner. The present
security techniques can be utilized in a variety of applications
including HDCP compatible applications. In one embodi-
ment, the present security techniques enable secure storage of
a HDCP key in an ordinary memory without utilizing a dedi-
cated secure ROM.

The foregoing descriptions of specific embodiments of the
present invention have been presented for purposes of illus-
tration and description. They are not intended to be exhaus-
tive or to limit the invention to the precise forms disclosed,
and obviously many modifications and variations are possible
in light of'the above teaching. The embodiments were chosen
and described in order to best explain the principles of the
invention and its practical application, to thereby enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to best utilize the invention and various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated. It is intended that the scope of
the invention be defined by the Claims appended hereto and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A high definition content protection key secure manage-
ment method comprising:

receiving a high definition content protection key value,

wherein said high definition content protection key is
pushed onto a high definition content protection register
in a secure environment;

encrypting said high definition content protection key uti-

lizing a secure key value unique to a particular device,
wherein said secure key value and said high definition
content protection key are not accessible via an external
port;

storing results of said encrypting in a memory;

retrieving said results from said memory;

decrypting said results to re-obtain said high definition

content protection key;

utilizing said high definition content protection key to

encrypt high definition content; and

forwarding results of said high definition content encryp-

tion.

2. A high definition content protection key secure manage-
ment method of claim 1 wherein said secure key value is
burned in fuses of a processor.

3. A high definition content protection key secure manage-
ment method of claim 1 wherein said memory is a BIOS ROM
memory.

4. A high definition content protection key secure manage-
ment method of claim 1 wherein said memory is a flash
memory.

5. A high definition content protection key secure manage-
ment method of claim 1 wherein said secure key is unique to
a graphics processor and said high definition protection key is
unique to said graphics processor.

6. A processing unit comprising:

an information processing component for performing

unencrypted information processing;

a secure processing component for securing said unen-

crypted information; and
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a secure storage component in said processing unit, said
secure storage component for storing security control
information that is utilized by said secure processing
component, wherein said security control information
includes a secure key value and a high definition content
protection key that are not accessible through external
ports of said processor, wherein said secure key value is
akey used to encrypt the high definition content protec-
tion key, and is unique to said processing unit.

7. A processing unit of claim 6 wherein said secure storage

component includes programmed fuses.

8. A processing unit of claim 6 wherein said processing unit
is a graphics processing unit.

9. A processing unit of claim 8 further comprising a decod-
ing processing component for decoding incoming informa-
tion.

10. A processing unit of claim 9 wherein said information
processing component includes a pixel processing compo-
nent.

11. A processing unit of claim 8 wherein said secure pro-
cessing component generates a secure version of a high defi-
nition content protection key.

12. A processing unit of claim 11 wherein said security
control information is a secure key and said secure processing
component utilizes said secure key to encrypt said high defi-
nition content protection key.

13. A processing unit of claim 11 said high definition
content protection key is encrypted utilizing said secure key
and is received via a network.

14. A processing unit of claim 6 wherein said secure stor-
age component includes a register.

15. An information securing method comprising:

receiving information;

encrypting said information utilizing a secure key unique
to a particular processing device, wherein said secure
key and said information are not accessible on an exter-
nal port; and

forwarding said encrypted information to a secure storage
component in said processing device for storage, said
secure storage component for storing security control
information that is utilized by said processing device,
wherein said security control information includes a
secure key value and said information that are not acces-
sible through said external ports of said processing
device.

16. An information securing method of claim 15 wherein
said secure key value is burned in fuses of said processing
device.

17. An information securing method of claim 15 wherein
said encrypted information is forwarded to a general memory.

18. An information securing method of claim 15 wherein
said received information is itself a different level encryption
key.

19. An information securing method of claim 15 wherein
said information is a high definition content protection key.

20. An information securing method of claim 15 wherein
said secure storage component is a register.
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